Coming out of a Swedish Research Council funded European network symposium, 'Educational Reforms in Europe' , held in 2012 at Linnaeus University, Sweden, there is a strong Nordic -Swedish even -feel to many of the case studies and educationalists considered in this volume. For me this added to the appeal; the opportunity to read a number of chapters dealing with the process of Europeanisation from the perspective of one country allowed a greater appreciation of the complexity of this process. It has long been suggested that comparison is a good thing, providing opportunities to learn from the experience of others (Phillips 2000) , and 'by making the strange familiar we make the familiar strange' (Alexander 2000, 27) . For the reader less familiar with the Swedish context this is certainly the case, and there is much here that will, I am sure, resonate with readers elsewhere. Nafsika Alexiadou's analysis of policy learning through the EU's open method of coordination challenges more simplistic accounts of policy borrowing whilst also showing how the European Commission's governance activities stretch into areas like education for which the EU has no legislative remit. Andreas Nordin examines this Europeanisation of the education policy field and its effect on national policy using Swedish comprehensive school reform as a case study. In doing so, the notion of vertical and horizontal translations is introduced by considering reform at the level of policies, programmes and philosophies. This distinction, first developed by Vivian Schmidt (2008) seems to me to be very helpful; whilst policies may be isolated and distinct, they are often coordinated at a programmatic level and may or may not be underpinned by a common philosophy. Considering each in turn allows a more nuanced picture of policy change to emerge. Ninni Wahlström analyses the changing role of the state in the wider policy context described above, again focussing on Sweden, whilst Eva Forsberg, first with Daniel Pettersson and then Henrik Román, broadens out considerations to how national education policy in Sweden has been shaped and reshaped.
I must admit I read this book at leisure during a period of leave, and this may have influenced the impression that this rich and interesting volume made on me. There is much more I could have discussed in this review, but for that which is included, I apologise for anything the authors feel my partial and particular reading has misrepresented. All I can do is heartily recommend 'Transnational policy flows in European education' as both a thorough introduction and worthwhile contribution to the comparative policy sociology of European education at a time when an understanding of the dialectic between the global and the local is becoming increasingly important.
